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THE FARMER AND MECHANIC
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" AN INSUFFICIENT BUT RELATED
OFFERING-CAPT ASHE'S WORK

' — i — - e

While writing from time to time of
so many men [ have known, 1 have
réferred but briefly to the ablest man
of my own fafhily T have ever known,
or of whom | have any knowtledge, in
eight generations in this country. 1
refer to my first cousin, Brigadier Gen-
eral Charles P. Kingsbury, of th_e
United States army, who died at his
home on Hancock street, Brooklyn,
New Yorlk, on Christmas day, 1879,
aged 61 vears. He was a native of
Clyde, 'Wayne county, New York, and
while o small boy was taken care of
by my father, the late Russell Kings-
bury, of Oxtord, N. C.. who brought
him to his hemeé with an older brother
and sister. and provided for them all.
He lacked the very necessary advant-
ages of a continued thorough educa-
tion, but was wonderfully bright and
promising. He entered \West Poit}t
Military Aecademy in 1836, and his
class was regarded as a.good one. He
stood second, and was graduated in
1R40. He received the same distine-
tion that the greatest Southron, Gen.
Robert E. l.ee, received. My inipres-
<ion is that he was at school but o
vear or two for some years before he
obtained an appointment through the
favor of the father of Brigadier Gen-
eral Junins Danie!, Hon. J. R. J.
Daniel, then a member of the Fed-
eral Congress, from the Halifax dis-
trict. - In 1880, twenty-nine years ago,
an article upon him appeared in the
“North Careolina Presbyterian,” then
published in Wilmington. It stated
correctly that he “was graduated in a
large elass in 1810, in  which there
were many men who became greatly
distinguished . in subsequent years,
among them Generals Thomas and
Sherman, and he led them all. = He
took the second nplace, a man from
[Louisiana having the first, although it
was held by the cadets generally that
cadet Kingsbury was much his su-
perior. He served with distincetion in
the Mexican war, was General Tay-
lor's aid at the battle of Buena Vista,
and is specially mentioned by him in
his official report. Belonging to the
Ordnance Department, his opnortuni-
ties for distincetion in active operations
were few. He was, however, a very
able man, a very brilliant and pungent
writer, and of very studious habits and
taried attainments. He wrote large-
1y at one period of his life for the
leading magazines and reviews of the
country, and left two or three volumes
in manuscript.” ‘

The New York Times paid a just
tribute to him 4t his death, and among
other things said of krim: ]

“He was a veteran Of two wars, and
a fTaithful wervant of his ecountry.
Quiet and severely studious of habits,
slightly austere of manner, a rigid
Presbyvterian of the Old Sehool, and a
simgularly skilful soldier in+« that
branch of the military protession to
which he was attached, General Kings-
burv was one of those public servants
whose rule of econdudét always s the
strict performance of duty; his high-
est reward the consciousness of duty
well done.”

When a yvoung officer, he wrote a
“‘treatise of ATtillery Tactics,” which
was lon¥ a text book at West Point.
He married Miss Mary McMillan, of
Favetteville, a han@some, attractive,
highly intelligent lady who survived
him for a few years. For probably
thirty vears he was a devourt member
of the Presbyterian church. ‘T may
mention what a thorough @isciplin-
arian he was, over himself included,
and that 1 believed he never received
a demerit mark during his four years
at West Point. The account in the
Presbyterian said:

“He was a man of not only uncom-
mon abflities, but of singular modesty.
His dying request that his obsequies
should be conducted without any mili-
tary display was characteristic of the
man. The Brooklyn papers contained
long accounts of the impressive cere-
monieg at Dr. Cuyler's church, as did
some of the New Yotk papers. Among
the pall bearers were six generals of
the army, Generals Hancock, Slocum
and Casey being of the number. Gen-
eral Sherman and General McClellan
were also present, we.think. He was
chief of erdnance on General McClel-
lan's stoff during all his campaigns.”

The very distinguished Rev. Dr.
Theodore Cuyler, his pastor, spoke of
him with much feeling and high
praise, stating that for eight years he
had be.n a memmber of that chureh,

and had always been ohe of its most

devoted members. The pastor alluded |
especially to the regularity with which
General Kingsbury attended upon the
services of the church at prayer meet-

ings. ¥e was always present, when’

in the city, at the weekly services.
Dr. Cuyler said farther, and I believe
truthfully:

“‘The deceased was a man strong in
his convigtions upon every point, and
this trait of his character ‘shows with

_especial brilliancy in all ‘matters con=|
mected with his “religious  life, He

was firm and ‘well-groun: i i
wa _ : rounded in his
faith, an@ had a reason for it the ‘sime’

‘'over his adovnted mother.”

as he did in everything else upon
which he formed an opinion.”

I ktnoys him through all my boyhood,
and ‘wwas particularly attached to him.
The “Presbyterian” said of him that
“he %vas deveutlv attached to North
Carolina, and a'though he felt it his
duty to follow the flag of his country
and to thus cut himself off from many
of his nearest kin, he never ceased in
the midst of wwar to pray that God's
protecting shield should be extended
He was
elected professor of mathematics in
Davidson Coliege. Te served for a
month and returned to his post in the
army., B

Gen. D. H. Hill held that he was
indeed a great mathematician, and so
he was. He has been in his grave
for some twenty-seven years, and I, his
oldest surviving relative, with one ex-
ception perhawvs, cherish Isis memory
with both affection and admiration,
for he was a man of exalted type and
rarely gifted. If T had possession of
his mmany manuscripts and copies of
the magazines amnd reviews he Wwrote
for “Putnam's Monthly,” “American
Whig Review,” “North American Re-
view,” “Southern Review:” published
at Charleston and edited by the emi-
nent and superbly endowed Hugh
Swinton Legare, and others, I would
certainly issue a volume of selections
from him for he wrote with elegance,
vigor and clearness. My old military
school teacher, Prof. William F. Dis-
brow, a West Point cadet, was at
L.ovejoyv's Mijlitary Academy at Rlal-
eigh when I was a student there in
1845-1846, he told me that my cousin
was the ablest man in his class and
was so regarded generally.

It was General Daniel I.. Hil' that
recommended him, to f{ill his own
place at Davidson College when he
himsell retired. DMy cousin would not
continue longer because he thought
the discipline too lax, as Dr. Donly
L.acey, the president of the coilege,
told me wvears later. 1 confess to -no
little admiration and affection for my
able, accompligshed kinsman after he
has been in his grave for some thir
Vears. There have been some kins-
men of mine in the South, two judges
among them, who had some promi-
nence, and of the number were two
colonels, one lieutenant colonel, one
major, and s0 far as I know or believe,

the foremost of all was Charles P.|

Kingsbury, eof swhom 1 present  this
simple outliine of affection, I make
no apology for the offenses bevond its
insufficiency. '

1 regret to sayv that for some months
T have been in no condition of health
to consider the firgt volume of Capt.
Samuel A. Ashe’s very valuable “His-
tory of North Carolina.” I have only
been able to glance at it, reading.in
all but a few of ite voluminous pages,
and regretting most sincerely that
owing to the condition of my eyves,
and protracted ickness, 1T have found
it lmpossible to read the entire first
volume of an historical work that so
aroused my attention and excites my
admiration ' so much. It impresses
me as a work of marked value and
interest, and I rejoice that North Car-

olinians have at last a history of their.

OoWn great commonwealth that i so
elaborate, -excellent and complete.
Xot only is it the besgt book of its kind
bearing upon North Carolina in ineidi-
tv and force and literary excellence,
but it is y’ery best nrinted of all séeries
of an attempt ever made in our State.
Its literary execution impresses me
as supcrior, and the style of print and
binding is of a high grade, and most
remarkable. T rejoice in the creation
and publication of such a work that
is & reul honor fo all concerned in
its preparation and publidation. The
author proves whoat I, for one, have
for vears regarded him as being gifted
with genuine historic endowment, '‘and
capable of producing a work of high
value and real Titerary excellence! T
would 'ike to be able to spend davs
in a critical study of this masterly his-
toric promise. and -when its second
volume is completed to write for days
regarding its remarkable qualities a3
to ‘historic verity, hisforic style, and
the rich accumulations of ecarefil
study, thorough preparation and en-
thuse devotion to " all of the chief
ctaims of the superb theme. Tt is a
work to be motre carefully studied—
to be Tead again and again.  This
will not only inform the world.
but it will eXcite the admiration ‘and
devotion of the studenit.  North Car-
olina history is rezlly rich in ineci-
dents and facfs of unudual interest.
Capt. Ashe surely @eserves the grate-
ful thanks of all readets “native ‘here
and to the manner born,” and ft must
be, 1 hope, that-‘the able work ' will
Be:so much studied by the présent
&nd future gemerations that they will
be thoroughly  informed as well' as
'stimula_te-d “immensely in their pride
cituses and events that have :

North ‘Carelina “zfﬁin_ue' and oﬁt&tﬂﬁ ;

‘of State and absolute devotion to the 'l

"COTTON IS KING

Would vou like to grow it profitably? Then plant “Simpi

the earliest maturing cotton in the

world, ninety days from

boll. Tt is the cotton for truckers. Where 1 grow 30,000 pounds ¢
acre I grow 2 1-2 bales cotton by putting dows six fee apurt, 1

ton in the middle of the hows.
For sale by the originator and in

wW. A. SIMPKINS,

References: Any bank or business hou

troducer. All seed zuarin

Raleigh, N. C.

se in Raleigh.

and even ugreat among States. Writing
rapidly uander physical embarrass-
monts, I wish to record a littie inci-
‘dent conmnected with my own inter-
course with Cant. Ashe, now extend-
ing through well’ nigh forty years.
About the year 1874 or 1875 I was en-
gazed at Raleigh in editing Col. L. D.
Pool's tri-monthly publications, “Our
[.Living and Our Dead,”” and the “North
Carolina Educational Journal.” 1 is-
sued a ecircular to the people of North
Carolina in which 1 stated that T puar-
posed soon to begin the preparation
of a “History of the People of North
Carotina,” based somewhat upon that
most remarkable and, as 1 hold, the
most masteriy one-volume history ever
published in the world, Thucydides,
the Greek, wrote hizx superb *““History
of Greece.”” Col. Pop! became inter-
ested in the preject to the extent that

he made some préeparation to put it

in my power to
plans.

I left Ralteizh and Teturned to my
home at Oxford ard fully expected o
begin my self-appointed, stirmulating
task at once. To that end T began
certain needed preparations. Now
Capt. Ashe comes into the plan. 1
know nothing of his own plans and
preparations. i received a letter
from him stating that he had for some.
time becn preparing for the writing
of such a work as 1 propose, But he
most generously and kindly waved atl
conflicting purpose or plan, and said
he would not only willingly relieve,
but would send me all the historic
material he had gathereqd in the way
of books, pamphlets, etc.,, but would
also send me such pooks that belonged
to Judge William ., Battke's collec-
tion. All this - was done, and most
gladly receitved by me, for the aid
promised was no little. And now
comes the climax. Unseen financial
trouble on the part of another came
with great surprise to me, ‘and simply
ruined myv hopes and prospects. The
whote plan failted at once, I abandon=d
the ambition purpose, and was driven
into other fields of endeavor. And now
in 1904, after the elapse of nzarly
thirty yvears [ am indeed most glad of
my own saddening failure and ‘disap-
pointment. And why this rejoicing?
Brietly this: But for the failure in fi-
nance oif another T would have com-
pletely failed in my own litérary

consumimnate my

ment seriously declare that
South needed now was to -
worth of her great staple vrod
should not miss any opport,;
strengthen and ¥mprove our |
ing, ‘but it is the height of .
to negleet the production sid.
man who. makes his cotton
cents a pound, no matter ho.
the selling price, has just 14
pound greater profit than ti.
who makes it at a cost of 14
Likewise the man who makes
to the acre will make a greate;
than the man who makes hal
It is, therefore, nonsense, it ot
thing worse, for any man to
that we know enough about 1
cotton already, so long as it re
on an average, two and one-hal
of land to produce a hale of cot

We have much yot to learn .
marketing crops, but not meare
we still need to learn about pr
ing thhem. The latter is larzély :
dividual matter, while the form
almost entirely one of co-bper.:
The one we can do without th
sistance of our ~ fellow-prod:
while the other is largely bevon
Findividual influenee., The oné ron
ing combined attion is, therefore
more difficult to accomplish, b
let no one negléct an opportunit
give his ai to any movement w!
will make for co-operative actio
the marketing of the South’s groo
heritage. But for immediate,
and profitable results, let us noi
to produce our cotton at ‘tho
possible cost by making the hic
possible yield per acre.
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Advice to Women Who May Wil
Learn to Shoot.

Mrs. Adolph Topperwein, a fam
woman tran shooter, contributes
timely article to March Recreation,
“Shooting as a Sport for Wom«
‘Mrs., Topperwein discussess the su
ject from all standpoints, and b
article is renleter with wvaluable «
gestionsg and information. “As pr
tice usually commences with the 11
.22 rifle, thhe following excerpt wil
of interest: “If one lives on the
ekirts of town—as-s0o many girl-
‘women do whoss husbands or fat!

cechool. The twenty-seven voluin¢s fare sportemen-—one ¢can practice v

of the most important *“‘Colonial Rec-
ords”™ of North Carolina were not
then known or dreamed of, ang my
proposed work would have been filled
with the thousand and one errors thut
crowd other volumes pubiished in the
past. Governor D. L. Swain told F.ev.
Dr. Calvin H. Wiley, an old intimute
friend of my boyhood and manhoad,
as he imypressed me at the last inter-
view [ 'ever held with him, now more
than thirty-three years ago, that he
(Governor Swain) had actually found
one thousand errorvs in  “Wheeler's
History of North Carelina® by “‘actual
count.” So 1 r&joice that my ltong-ago
plans faited. T am gladder than ever
when T handle -the masterly first vol--
ume of (Caotain Ash>’s historic under-
taking. and 1 realize that ¥ neveir gotin
his wav in " any manner te
prevent or delay the production of
a work sO very superior to anyvthing

a .22 rifle or pistol right at hm
One must be careful, of coursc,
place the target in front of a suitv
backstop, as the little .22 cartrid:
although innocent looking, is a wic!l
shooter and its range is three or 1«
times greater than is commonly =u
posed, even by experienced shooto:
If you have no suitable bank of -u:
or earth to shoot into, a safe bac -t
is made as follows: Take a box on
three feet souare and made of

soft wood, the boards being oo
an ‘inch thick; place it breast hi:
on another box or other guitable
port, and tack your paper targel
one Side. Then place an Iron or
steel plate inside the box, ‘against
other side, fasten it &o it will stay o
and nail down the lid. This i
safe target—but you must be sur
hit the box! 1 advise beginuners to ||
learn to shoot swhere they have a 01

of my own that 1 could have written. {stop that is as big as possible; prel

I am glad indeed that my friend has’
been spared for the consummation of
his wise plans and the produdétion of
a work of such high value and inter-
est, as I am constraifred té believe. T
write now in the hope that cu'tivated,
capable North Carolinians will duly
appreciate the really superior work
of my friend, ard aid ih making it a
permanent possession for the vouth of |
our State. T am writing with no ref-
erence or purp®se to legislation, for
the above paper was written before
1 khew of any legi<lative plans, .or:
the opinion. of Capt. Ashe in regard
to  the Mecklenburg Declaration.
which I only saw after I had prepared |
my own views and wishes.,  ¥le is a
careful, judicious North Carolinian.
Many able men have held this Aiew)
of the 260th May Declaration that
Capt. Ashe holds. 1 recall that Gov.
Swain, Chief Justice Thomas Rutflin,
Rev. Dr. Charles Phillips, Davent R.
Goodloe, and many others of the
efnij-nent men of thhe past who were
North Carolinians, rejected the 20tn
May Declaration and heitd to the Slst
Masx. I 4o not consider ot here.

Pl s T. B. KINGSBURY. '
Wilmington, N. C. i

ably a steep bank in o sand-pn wh
there are ne stones fozr e bullc's
glance from. When you can hit
paper target every time, then it is -
to set up your stecl-backed box.
when you can hit the bull’s-eye «
times -out of ten or better, ana
it up, you may begin to think
shooting at objects thrown in th
—+tin cans, blocks of wood, ot
hazardous to shoot at bottles or =17
particularly if vou have an audien
There are numerons ways ob i+
up moving and disappearing tar=
some of which will be sure to =u
themselves when vou becoms 1
enough to think of trying your
at them. A fair average Tanzv
pistol shooting is Tfifteen Or twe
yvards, and for rifle shooting s+ 1
‘gets may be obtained from the omest
nition dealer.””
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A Bright Pupil's Aagwer.

(Success Alagazine.)

Algebra was the wife of HBuclld. »
A ruminating animal is 'onc tha
chéws its cubs. e

© Switzerland is a wonderful place

vou can ‘often Tee the mountains tou!

S ‘ling among the clouds. °

Cost 'of Production, f
P Y. - ey }

Over-enthusiastic supporters ¢f the

various movements for the control of
the prite of eotten too oftenn lose
sight 'of the fact that a pre@uct "well
bought is Half sold.” N T

. On one occasfon we heard the lead-

Pro and Con dre prefixes of opp
&ite meaning, ¢. g.- Progress, Congre-
Queen Elizabeth’s face was'thin a
pale, but $he "Wwas a stout ‘Proteztan’
. e = o .. Al
By the law of "8 unity you may ino
that yvour own i always geéling v
if vot aré seekifig it with ol YO

é¥ of a‘f*"g_fﬁit}“’vbttoﬁ{'gro’w‘ef‘ﬁf move -
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five or one hundred feet. Paper i~ \




